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Beverley Nielsen, Director 
Corporate Affairs, Birmingham 
City University, is founder of Idea 
Birmingham think and do tank, 
which led to the formation of 
the Birmingham Made Me 
Design Expo. Here she outlines some 
of its priorities for 2015
Birmingham made me (Bmm) is 
proud to be back – and what an 
incredible journey it has been so 
far.

Last may we worked with Bir-
mingham City Council and millen-
nium Point to deliver Birmingham’s 
biggest ever Jobs Fair. 

We welcomed over 3,000 young 
people and awarded our second set 
of prize winners for our Schools 
Design Programme.

This year we have a full Bmm15 
Expo and Design Festival pro-
gramme running from June 15-19, 
at millennium Point, welcoming 
high profile keynote speakers to an 
exciting programme including 
international dialogue with 
partners in new York, milan and 
London.

On June 18 we are proud to 
welcome the Design Council to 
Birmingham, for its Design Summit 
– Leading Business By Design, at 
BCU Parkside, the first time in its 
70-year history its has held this 
event outside London.  

Through our Bmm activity we are 
delighted that Selfridges Birming-
ham are supporting an in-store 
Bmm15 Capsule exhibit from June 
16-19 and we are grateful for their 
support. 

We are taking a delegation of 40 
designers, manufacturers, BCU 
lecturers, students and a Capsule 
Bmm15 exhibit to milan, June 3-4, 
as part of this year’s milan Expo in 
Citta, including seminars with 
italian brand-led businesses, 
factory visits to alessi and m&Z 
rubinetterie, and working with 
Enterprise Europe network.

We continue to showcase our 
luxury and fashion entrepreneurs, 
including Struthers London, Jack 
row and Emma Shipley and have 

been working with BCU Fashion 
Design to promote emerging talent, 
including holly Jayne Smith, winner 
of the British Council, inaugural 
graduate Fashion Week interna-
tional residency award.

We believe Birmingham has 
much more to do to promote a new 
breed of fashion and luxury retail 
entrepreneurs and a far stronger 
independent retail offering. 

as proud supporters of our 
productive economy, we want to 
welcome all the midlands maker 
economy to our Birmingham made 
me Design Festival, millennium 
Point, as we look to ‘making 
Knowledge Work’ for our students, 
partners and the vital wealth 
creators of our region.

Making things happen in Birmingham

The General election has 
produced a Conservative 
majority government, albeit 

one with a narrow majority, that can 
be expected to serve for the full 
Parliamentary term given the 
fragmentation of the opposition.  

The election result is itself however, 
the composite of a number distinct 
regional battles.  

In Scotland, the virtual clean 
sweep by the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) has produced a vocal bloc of 
advocates for greater devolution, up 
to and beyond full fiscal autonomy.  

With early indications that the 
incoming government will seek to 
reach a compromise or workable 
relationship with edinburgh, as both 
Separatists and Unionists gear up to 
challenge for next year’s Scottish 
elections.  

In Northern Ireland, the ascend-

ancy of the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) and fears of the impact 
of Sinn Fein’s potential participation 
in government on both sides of the 
border following next year’s histori-
cally significant Irish election, is likely 
to ensure generous settlements from 
the Chancellor.  

While in Wales, the success of the 
Conservatives, recording their best 
result since 1983, provides the new 
government with a credible platform 
to build upon for the forthcoming 
Welsh Assembly elections next year.  
With Wales already programmed to 
receive further devolution, the 
government can be expected to 
ensure a favourable disposition to the 
Principality at least in the short-term.

In this arena of competing 
demands from the Celtic nations, 
where and how does england fit in?  
Will there be devolution to england 
through the simple establishment of 
a Parliament structured to accommo-
date english votes for english laws, or 
will there be devolution within 
england?  

Given the programme articulated, 
primarily by the Chancellor, towards 
the english Local enterprise 
Partnerships (LePs), city regions and 
shires during the Coalition govern-
ment, intensification of this process 
and the models adopted for Greater 
London and the North, and espe-
cially that for Manchester, can be 

expected to be rolled out across the 
rest of england. The experience of the 
devolution process to date, suggests 
that it is not a matter of waiting for 
Whitehall to disburse power and 
responsibilities, but of the beneficiar-
ies of decentralisation having to 
demonstrate a willingness and 
competency to assume further 
powers and responsibilities.

What then for the east and West 
Midlands?  Or the Midlands?

Clearly devolution to the region 
will flounder if it replicates a wish list 
to have what London and Manches-
ter have achieved, it needs to work 
within the existing institutional 
arrangement and of the actual policy 
options realistically available.  

Above all, however, the region 
needs to demonstrate a capacity not 
only to recognise shared common 
constraints and deficiencies, but also 
the ability and desire to work 
together to resolve these issues.

The Midlands economy, both east 

and West, has been among the 
strongest performers in england or 
the constituent nations, and indeed it 
is estimated the region has outper-
formed the UK economy by as much 
as 1 or 2 per cent annually during the 
recovery.  

This is in no small part due to the 
continued predominance of manu-
facturing, with the region accounting 
for almost a quarter of the sector’s 
output in england and within the 
region the impact of manufacturing is 
calculated to be equivalent to 38 per 
cent of regional GDP.  

A key component of growth is the 
interaction between specific service 
sector enterprises (such as design, 
marketing and digital technology) 
and manufacturing, with this 
interaction, termed ‘servitisation’, 
offering the potential for more robust 
output growth trends.  

Furthermore, the east and West 
Midlands have proved to be the 
country’s strongest export perform-
ers, with export growth, between the 
end of 2008 and the end of 2014, of 24 
per cent in the east and 70 per cent in 
the West. This performance is 
nevertheless becoming increasingly 
compromised by capacity constraints 
in regional transport and connectiv-
ity infrastructure.  

Moreover, the accelerated 
expansion of specific manufacturing 
sectors, notably transport-related, 

has denuded the capacity of the 
labour force to provide skilled and 
competent technical staff.  

This has constrained potential 
output performance particularly in 
supply-chains, and whilst it can be 
viewed as a problem of success, is an 
acute problem which can perhaps 
best be resolved at a local level with 
the involvement of local institutions 
offering bespoke targeted solutions.

The “Midlands Manifesto – Infra-
structure for Growth” aims to 
stimulate debate on the collective 
approach the institutions, private, 
public and voluntary, within region 
can take to build a platform to sustain 
and expand output in the region.  

By developing a common 
approach to transport and connectiv-
ity infrastructure across the region 
and between the region and the 
wider global economy, the Midlands 
can develop a response that balances 
the impact of the Northern Power-
house and that of London, as well to 
those of the devolved nations.  

The Manifesto will be distributed 
across the region, and comments 
invited as to how the Midlands can 
be developed, and how the region in 
partnership with the new Govern-
ment, can provide the basis for 
sustainable growth.
n For further details or comments, 
please contact:
info@midlandseconomicforum.co.uk

A manifesto for the Midlands

The Midlands 
economy, both East 
and West, has been 
among the strongest 
performers

Paul Forrest, Head of Research, 
Midlands Economic Forum

n For information contact 
Beverley.nielsen@bcu.ac.uk  or 
www.birmingham-made-me.org

Building an 
infrastructure 
for growth



The Midlands business 
community called for a ‘holy 
trinity’ of measures to improve 

regional productivity, at the Mani-
festo for the Midlands conference 
jointly hosted by Birmingham City 
University and Midlands economic 
Forum at BCU’s Faculty of Art, Design 
and Media.

Beverley Nielsen, Director of 
Corporate Affairs, BCU, said: “There 
are three big improvements that 
could be made to our productivity as 
a region: investment in infrastructure, 
housing and education, especially 
focusing on the early years by linking 
this to future locally based employ-
ment opportunities.

“What I hear again and again is 
concern over the lack of long term 
vision and a long term plan. 

“Surely, after all we have been 
through, now is the time for the 
dominant political parties in this 
country to get together a coherent 
plan to secure the future of our 
nation, our people and our business-
es.”

Dr Steve McCabe, of Birmingham 
City Business School, backed the 
vision, saying: “If we are to become a 
genuine alternative to London we 
need greater capability based on 
improved infrastructure, skills and 
retention.

“In the past too many people have 
got their qualifications and then 
disappeared.

“There’s a high degree of support 
for regional autonomy and we should 
ideally be getting a bigger slice of the 
tax revenue to spend locally. 

“Increasing the region’s tax-raising 
powers is an essential prerequisite of 
effective local decision-making. 

“The importance of investing in 
local and national infrastructure 
cannot be understated. Birmingham 
is a great place to do business, and we 
need to see the return of the city’s 
pre-eminence as a city of manufac-
turing excellence. Knowledge 
creation through our schools and 
universities is key.”

The Midlands economic Forum 
conference explored future devolu-
tion plans for the region, and what 
strategy the Midlands should take to 
maximise growth opportunities. 

Professor Julian Beer, recently 
appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 
Research, enterprise and Business 
engagement at Birmingham City 
University, added: “You can have a 
highly skilled local economy with few 
jobs, and so people leave. 

“equally you can have great 
infrastructure and housing, as you 
find in dormitory towns, but a lack of 
opportunity, so essentially you need 

the three factors to combine.”
Prof Beer believes the Midlands 

needs either a Combined Authority or 
a mayor to achieve the ‘one voice’ 
status of the North. he said: “The 
alignment between local and national 
politics is an important one. But we 
don’t tell our own story, and when we 
do we tell bits of stories from different 
areas. We need a common of message 
on issues like housing and education 
and transport.

“If we can either create a Combined 
Authority or, for example, a mayor for 
the Midlands, we stand a better 
chance.”

Beverley Nielsen emphasised the 
important role of the BCU-led think 
tank, Idea Birmingham, and its focus 
on promoting a strong role for the 
maker economy through initiatives 
such as Birmingham Made Me in 
promoting a stronger identity for the 
Midlands, emphasising the critical 
contribution made to the UK 
economy by businesses based here. 

Understanding the many and 
varied links between our maker and 
service economies resulting from 
outsourcing, servitisation, digitisation 
and connectivity, was another key 
strand examined during the day-long 
conference.  

Drawing on the role of our 
universities in gathering this 
economic intelligence and using this 
to boost our reputation for achieve-
ment, while also supporting our 
Midlands Local enterprise Partner-
ships (LePs) in lobbying for increased 
resources from Whitehall, was, 
according to academics and business 
leaders, another area where our 
universities could make a leading 
contribution.

The role of LePs had been under 
scrutiny since the abolition of 
Regional Development Agencies in 
2010 as part of plans to reduce the 
national deficit. LePs were created 
with the intention of passing more 
control to the regions. 

Six West Midlands LePs were 
already administering Growth Deals 
worth almost £1 billion, with 
GBSLeP’s deal the largest at £378.8 
million. But local councils continued 
to  experience severe cuts following 
austerity measures. In addition, 
detractors say LePs have limited 
power and are not democratically 
elected. 

And there is a reluctance to devolve 
power further, according to econo-
mist Vicky Pryce, Visiting Professor, 
BCU. 

The  former head of the Govern-
ment economic Service said: 
“Government departments are trying 
to achieve fiscal consolidation and so 

you won’t find the Treasury wanting 
to give up a lot in terms of funding. 

“Pressure from Scotland will also 
be a big issue, and there is an inbuilt 
suspicion in Whitehall about the 
economic capability of the regions. 

“There’s a sense that you can lose 
control of what your economy can do 
if you regionalise too much.”

Birmingham City University plans 
to introduce a scorecard system based 
on a US model, to help LePs tap into 
economic intelligence and improve 
their performance. 

Beverley Nielsen said there was a 
need to prioritise economic develop-
ment in the region, citing California, 
which has developed an economic 
Scorecard, taking into account 
measures including:

Economic Performance ■
- Gross regional product growth
- Earnings per worker
- Per capita income
- Total productivity growth
- Poverty Level 

Human Capital ■
- High school graduates in the labour 
force
- College graduates in the labour force
- Employment rate five-year average
- Knowledge workers index

Entrepreneurial Environment ■
- Concentration of mid-sized businesses
- Proprietor’s income
- Business services index

Innovative Activity ■
- Employment in technical positions 
- Growth in innovation and research-
related establishments

- Innovation and research related 
businesses
- Average annual new patents per 1000 
population

Quality of Place ■
- Violent crime rate index
- Property crime rate index
- Healthcare access index
- Culture and recreation index
- Climate index
- Travel time to work index (three year 
estimates)
- Cost of living index
- Air quality index 

“Whilst not proposing we copy the 
California measures I am interested in 
the breadth of their approach and 
links between quality of life and 
economic success. We might  include 
range and quality of green and 
recreation spaces to enjoy and 
monitor biodiversity, for example,” 
said Nielsen.

Projections point to england’s 
regions contributing an extra £144 
billion to the economy by 2020, a 
survey of 150 key stakeholders 
recently found. The Localis think tank 
recommends:

Doubling the current recommend- ■
ed £6 billion in LeP funding to £12 
billion.

Both council leaders and LePs  ■
signing off annual budgets, to tie in a 
democratic approach.

Merging the Skills Funding Agency  ■
with LeP activity to bring in an extra 
£4 billion of funds to tailor local 
programmes to meet demand.

Trebling the current number of  ■

University Technical Colleges by 2020 
by making £280 million of capital 
spend available to LePs.

Beverley Nielsen added: “We need to 
deliver a case for LePs and that has to 
come from the economic intelligence 
our universities can provide. There’s a 
real opportunity to develop thinking.

“Businesses recognise there isn’t 
enough recognition at present of a 
clear Midlands defining character. Too 
often it’s somewhere you pass through 
on your way to the North, and this is 
one of the reasons we formed the 
think and do tank ‘Idea Birmingham’ 
following this input from our business 
and manufacturing membership.

“We recognise the importance of 
prior economic development in the 
region and in looking at our identity 
both in terms of our industrial 
heritage and brand-led businesses. 

“The Birmingham Made Me design 
expo showcases our world-class 
products made in the region and 
brings together emerging talent with 
these businesses creating transition 
routes from higher education into 
employment in the region.”

Norman Price, Chairman of the 
Regional Finance Forum, said: “We 
need economic intelligence to drive 
forward the continuing case for LePs. 

“They are doing a difficult job under 
difficult circumstances, with nominal 
power. We need to give them more 
support, and being part of a West 
Midlands collection of LePs would 
allow us to attract funding from the 
european Regional Development 
Fund and the private sector.” 

BIRMINGHAM POST THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015 3

The search 
for economic 
intelligence

There are three big 
improvements that 
could be made to 
our productivity as 
a region: investment 
in infrastructure, 
housing and 
education

Productivity boost key to success
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Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships (KTPs) support 
UK businesses wanting to 

improve their competitiveness, 
productivity and performance by 
accessing the knowledge and 
expertise available within UK 
Universities.  If you are interested in 
discussing how a KTP can help your 
business, please call natalie lewis 
direct or email to arrange a meeting.   

 

Natalie Lewis, 
Knowledge 
Transfer 
Manager, BCU. 
Birmingham City 
University has 
worked through 
our delivery-
oriented KTP 
programme with over a 
thousand companies and managed over  
£30 million in funding directly benefitting 
many Midlands-based businesses. 

natalie lewis, Birmingham City University’s 
experienced Knowledge Transfer professional, 
offers business development advice and 
support on behalf of Birmingham City 
University to industry and businesses across 
all sectors in all regions, supporting strategic 
business development, regional and national 
stakeholder engagement, to market and sell a 
vast portfolio of Birmingham City University’s 
business services.   

with a track record spanning over 16 years at 
the university, natalie is fully aware of the 
critical issues affecting companies striving to 
remain competitive – working with BCU, SMes 
can get access to the help and support they 
need. 

natalie said: “working across all industry 
sectors, I have witnessed many benefits 
resulting from these associations with 
Innovate UK and KTP programmes, in general 
delivering a minimum of £240,000 value-add 
transferred directly back into these companies, 
whilst accessing highly skilled graduates, 
embedding new knowledge and accessing the 
vast resources on offer to SMes from the 
university.  

“It is no surprise that many businesses go on 
to develop further knowledge transfer  and 
applied research partnerships with 
Birmingham City University.” 

Faculty of Health, 
Education and 
Social Sciences

annette Copper, 
Knowledge 
Transfer Project 
Manager, Faculty of 
Health, Education 
and Life Sciences, BCU. 
AfTer working as Project 
Manager for the Heart of england nHS 
foundation Trust and prior to that as 
Knowledge resources Manager, nHS 
Modernisation Trust, Annette is developing 
knowledge exchange opportunities and 
bringing together academics with external 
organisations to produce enhanced products 
and services and developing applied research 
agendas.

annette.copper@bcu.ac.uk

Derek Hopper, Business 
Development Manager, 
Faculty of Heath and 
Lifesciences, BCU.
AfTer a degree in 
information design, 
eight years working in 
graphic design 
(including six years 
leading the design 
department for a major UK 
educational publisher, BeCTa), two post-
graduate diplomas in marketing and 

experience in digital communications for three 
of the largest marketing agencies in the 
Midlands followed by three years selling digital 
marketing solutions for Yell.com and 
rightmove.co.uk, derek is Business 
development Manager responsible for 
commercialising intellectual property and 
online teaching simulations developed within 
the faculty of Health. 

Derek.hopper@bcu.ac.uk 

Faculty of Business, Law  
and Social Sciences

BIrMIngHAM City Business School is 
committed to working with businesses of all 
sectors and sizes, and over the past decade we 
have helped thousands of businesses, large and 
small. 

with a focus on working with our many 
ambitious SMes in the west Midlands to 
provide insights for our future teaching, 
research and consultancy we have been 
developing close working relationships with 
industry to ensure our courses are vocationally 
relevant and that we are preparing our 
students for the constantly changing world of 
work.

Birmingham City Business School offers free 
services to SMes assessing new markets, new 
products and services, diversification and 
lateral market opportunities. 

our Community of networks is open to all, 
prioritising business growth through 
partnership working, people focus, fairness 
and integrity, and above all, excellence in 
adding value for success. The Business School 
specialises in consultancy, interns, KTP, event 
management and delivery, non-credit CPd 
and focused service provision.

Sanjeev Gill, Business 
Engagement Manager, 
Faculty Business, Law 
and Social Sciences, 
BCU, supporting all 
external income 
activities and working 
to organise 
conferences and deliver 
CPd,  international 
summer schools and acting 
as a main point of contact for external activity 
whilst developing relationships with new and 
existing clients.

Sanjeev.gill@bcu.ac.uk

Jill Middleton – Business 
Services assistant, 
Birmingham City 
Business School, 
BCU. with a 
background in both 
hospitality 
management and 
recruitment, having 
spent 17 years at 
Compass group, Jill 
supports the Business Services team 
developing KTPs and providing assistance to 
KTP Associates and  graduates employed by 

Birmingham City University, as well as 
managing external events, promoting 
collaboration between BCU and local business. 

Jill.middleton@bcu.ac.uk

Faculty of 
Computing, 
Engineering and 
Built Environment

Dr Martyn ratcliffe, 
Placement Officer, 
Faculty of Computing, 
Engineering and Built 
Environment, CEBE, at 
BCU overseeing student 
placements into industry to gain work 
experience during any period of the academic 
year, including part-time working, live projects, 
concentrated periods during holidays together 
with full year placements as part of a Sandwich 
degree and including motivation and 
preparation of students, liaison with BCU staff 
and companies to generate suitable 
opportunities, and monitoring student 
performance during work experience.
 Martyn.ratcliffe@bcu.ac.uk 

Professor adrian Cole  
PhD, CEng, MIMechE, 
Faculty Director of 
Innovation and 
Enterprise, 
Birmingham City 
University’s Faculty 
of Computing, 
Engineering and the 
Built Environment. 
Background expertise in 
automotive powertrain r&d having been 
involved in industrial programmes in both the 
USA and germany and having covered subjects 
as diverse as thermally insulated diesels, 
turbocharger turbines, piston cooling, 
in-cylinder flows, combustion analysis and 
biofuels amongst others, as well as customer 
Informed Innovation, customer awareness 
research for global brand and up-skilling of 
engineering teams by providing a common 
innovation process tool kit and developing 
internal innovation expertise.

Faculty of Art, 
Design and Media

Dr Shane Walker, 
Director of 
Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships, Faculty 
of art, Design & Media, 
BCU. Involvement in and 
researching the impact of 
Knowledge exchange with design-led 
businesses and gaining insights into over 40 
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships successfully 
completed over the last 10 years and the 
positive impacts these have had on both 
companies and university delivering £3.5m 
additional profits across these businesses in 3 
years after the projects completed.

Shane.walker@bcu.ac.uk

Gay Penfold, 
Centre 
Manager, 
Jewellery 
Industry 
Innovation 
Centre (JIIC). 
The centre has 
been home to a 
specialist team since 
its founding in 1997, and is 
internationally respected for its 
expertise in utilising highly complex 
3d CAd/CAM and laser technologies 
to provide small scale product 
development solutions. It has an 
outstanding reputation for its 
pioneering practices in the areas of 
innovative metal manufacturing, and 
application of advanced techniques. 
The JIIC is a leading industry player 
in the introduction of innovative 

manufacturing processes, advanced 
techniques and materials.

Gay.penfold@bcu.ac.uk

Kathryn Burns, associate 
Professor, Faculty of the 
arts, Design & Media. 
for over 15 years, 
Kathryn has led a 
number of publicly 
funded projects 
helping small and 
medium sized 
enterprises to improve 
innovation and financial 
performance through the 
strategic use of design, product development 
and marketing. This has involved working with 
over 500 companies and using various project 
models to develop mechanisms for design 
knowledge transfer, exchange and capture. 
Currently she manages Interiors & lifestyle 
futures, which is part-funded by the european 
regional development fund.

kathryn.burns@bcu.ac.uk

ruth Edwards, Business 
Engagement Manager, 
Faculty of the arts, 
Design and Media. 
ruth is an 
accomplished 
business engagement 
manager building 
fruitful and lasting 
contacts between the 
university and regional 
industry. Her knowledge of who can make 
what and where is phenomenal, proving a great 
asset to Interiors & lifestyle futures. Before 
joining the university, she had over 25 years’ 
industry experience across several sectors and 
has a keen understanding of the issues facing 
large and small businesses.

ruth.edwards@bcu.ac.uk

adrian Burns, 
Communications 
Manager, Faculty of the 
arts, Design and 
Media. Adrian 
manages the various 
media for Interiors & 
lifestyle futures. 
Through his blogging, 
facebook and twitter 
activity, he provides a crucial 
communication hub for the interiors and 
lifestyles community. His previous experience 
comprises over 20 years of corporate 
communications roles in various blue-chip 
companies including those in the financial and 
aerospace sectors.

adrian.burns@bcu.ac.uk
 

   

A little knowledge 
goes a long way...
Birmingham City University can offer extensive support for businesses. We can place experts in your 
business, offer training services and venues and help you research new markets and products. With 

over 23,000 students and 2,600 staff our range of business services is extensive. For more information 
please visit www.bcu.ac.uk/business or   natalie.lewis@bcu.ac.uk or contact 0121 331 5677       

KTP CASE STUDY: SEE OPPOSITE »
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Brandauer is one of the 
largest contract presswork and 
stampings companies in 
europe, manufacturing 
precision metal components 
for customers around the 
world. 

The company offers a 
complete range of services 
required for the supply of 
pressed metal components: 
from prototyping, design and 
in-house tool production (or a 
specialist tool transfer service) 
through to high-quality 
manufacturing and logistics.

Project aims:
as with all high volume metal 
component manufacturing, a 
significant cost of production 
is in the press tools used for 
the stamping processes. 

Press tools are subject to 
wear, and usually need 
refurbishment or replace-
ment, adding to the overall 
manufacturing costs. With the 
support of the Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership funding, 
Brandauer is expecting to 
create a completely new 
generation of innovative tool 
design concept, through the 
application of advanced 
material and design process 
knowledge acquired from 
Birmingham City university’s 
Faculty of Computing, 
engineering and the Built 
environment.

About the project:
This project has presented a 
number of specific technical 
challenges to the technical 
teams at Brandauer and 
Birmingham City university. 

In order to support the 
design of new tooling 
concepts the project requires 
a sound understanding of cur-
rent material forming 
processes. 

advanced computational 
models are required with the 
capability of predicting the 
behaviour of the high speed, 
close tolerance metal forming 
and cutting actions common-
ly used within high volume 
precision metal component 
forming.

Building on the in-depth 
understanding gained 
through the modelling, the 
technical teams are exploring 
novel material and design 
concepts with predictable and 
extended life properties. 

The concept designs are 
due to be prototyped and 
tested thoroughly within the 

company and at the univer-
sity before being offered to the 
market as part of the com-
pany’s service offering.

a key feature of the project, 
as with all Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership projects, 
is that once it is complete the 
company will continue to be 
able to develop further 
advanced designs and 
concepts without further 
dependence on its academic 
partner as the project will 
have embedded the advanced 
design and materials knowl-
edge into the company’s 
technical teams enabling 
them to advance the com-
pany’s technical capability 
independently.

Benefits of the project:
new, advanced and proven  ■

tooling design concepts
Increased competitive  ■

advantage and market 
presence

embedding of advanced  ■
design and materials knowl-
edge within the company

“We are very excited about 
the potential of this Knowl-
edge Transfer Partnership 
project with Birmingham City 
university and see it as an 
important part of the 
company’s future technical 
development.”

Rowan Crozier, CEO, C. 
Brandauer & Co. Ltd Brandauer offer a complete range of services for the supply of pressed metal components >

Case study: Advanced Tooling 
Concepts at C. Brandauer & Co

An ‘Innovative Metal Manu-
facturing Technologies for 
Industry’ Ma will be 

launched at Birmingham City 
university School of Jewellery this 
September, in partnership with 
Cooksongold. 

Three dimensional printing of 
precious metals makes the impos-
sible possible, says david Fletcher, 
Cooksongold.

as part of a dedicated direct Metal 
Laser Melting (dMLM) module on 
this new Masters course, students 
will be taught the design parameters 
and operation requirements of 
pioneering direct Metal 3d printing 
technology. 

The development of a partnership 
between the School of Jewellery 
(JIIC) and Cooksongold will enable 
students to utilise the M 080 direct 
Metal 3d printing technology 
combined with Continuing Profes-
sional development (CPd) opportu-
nities through BCu’s School of 
Jewellery.

The course has been developed in 

response to increasing industry 
demands. It will be the first of its 
kind offered by any education 
institution. 

engineered to make costly and 
complex precious metal designs a 
reality, the M 080, has the ability to 
revolutionise how this high value 
added industry operates. utilising 
the power of 3d Cad design, and a 
direct metal laser sintering (dMLS) 
process – it builds precious metal 
designs layer by layer, melting fine 
metal powder with a laser. 

 david Fletcher, european Product 
Manager from Cooksongold said: 
“The partnership with Birmingham 
City university is one of the most 
important aspects for the adoption 
of this ground-breaking technology. 

“Students will learn the design 
parameters and operation for direct 
precious metal 3d printing and in 
doing so will have a new tool to use 
alongside existing manufacturing 
processes and gold and silversmith-
ing techniques. 

“This is a new tool that really does 
start to make the impossible, 
possible.”

The Innovative Metal Manufactur-
ing course has been created to suit 
graduates of design, engineering, 
material science; product design/
development and 3d Cad design 

related degrees as well as profession-
als already working within the metal 
manufacturing industries.

Gay Penfold, JIIC Centre Manager 
and Ma Course director, said: “We 
have been researching and exploring 
the potential that dMLS offers the 
metal manufacturing industries for 
several years, and are excited by the 
prospect of involving our students in 
the understanding and exploration 
of this technology. 

“We believe this will assist them in 
going into industry with a skill set 
not available elsewhere. 

“The new M080 is an integral 
addition to the School’s 
current technology 
offer, and ensures 
that students across 
all courses have the 
opportunity to 
understand this 
advanced 3d 
printing technology.” 

The uK jewellery 
and watchmaking 
industry has seen 
consistent growth 
since 2009, and the 
sector is currently 
valued at £5 billion. 
Birmingham has 
been specifically 
publicised as a hub 

for students looking to up-skill in the 
industry. 

The M080 was recently showcased 
to those in the industry at Basel-
world in March, 2015. Cooksongold’s 
e-manufacturing solutions: www.
cooksongold-emanufacturing.com/ 

About Cooksongold
Cooksongold is the uK’s biggest 
jewellery making supplier supplying 
precious metal for investment and 
for jewellery projects. Customers can 
buy gold, silver, palladium and 
platinum in bars, sheet, grain and 
tube. Cooksongold’s website features 
the latest precious metal prices with 

the company now part of the 
Heimerle + Meule Group: 
www.cooksongold-emanu-
facturing.com/ 

About Heimerle + Meule
Heimerle + Meule has been 
operating as a silver and gold 
refinery since 1845. It sells 
precious metal products to 
the dental and jewellery 
industries, as well as for 
investment. The firm’s head 
office is in Pforzheim, 
Baden-Württemberg, 
Germany. 

About the course
The aim of the course will be to 
develop a critical understanding of 
various metal manufacturing 
processes (dMLM, casting and 
metal forming) in relation to 
technical, industrial and economic/
business reasons. 

It is designed to equip students 
with the relevant skills, knowledge 
and understanding to work with a 
wide range of metal manufacturing 
industries. 

Ideal applicants will demonstrate 
a strong interest in being involved 
with and gaining an understanding 
of the role of industry related, new or 
emerging technologies. They should 
also want to get involved with, and 
contribute to, the sustainability of 
the metal manufacturing industry, 
and demonstrate good communica-
tion skills/use of a technical 
vocabulary at interview. 

running from September 7, 2015, 
this course is spread on a period of 
45 week split into three 15 weeks 
semesters.  

The opportunity to study the 
course over a two-year period as a 
part-time student is also available. 

http://bcu.ac.uk/jewellery/cours- ■
es/course-list/innovative-metal-
manufacturing-technologies-for-
industry-ma

Degree offers precious partnership
University in pioneering 
partnership for new  
School of Jewellery degree 

M 080 Direct Metal 3D printer >
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Birmingham Made Me  is 
now a fully accredited 
exhibitor at the Milan 
Expo in Citta  (June 3-4)                                       

James Plant, of creative 
industrial design studio Plant & 
moss, has exhibited at all three 

Birmingham made me Design expos 
held in the city since 2012. 

as a designer based in Birming-
ham until 2014 and having gradu-
ated from Buckinghamshire 
Chilterns University in 2008, James 
follows design trends and regularly 
visiting expos and festivals all over 
the world.

Having returned from milan 
Design Week, James explained more 
about his growing knowledge of 
Lombardy-based manufacturers. 

He said: “milanese companies are 
used to partnering with designers 
but Birmingham manufacturers do 
not have this custom as they tend to 
be selling business to business 
through distributors and not directly 
to the consumer. 

“as a result they are not so familiar 
with the consumer and emerging 
lifestyle trends. But they are experts 
in production and manufacturing 
techniques.”

Through the 
visibility gained 
through Bmm, 
James met Nigel 
Punshon, sales 
director at Hille, 
who was also 
exhibiting, resulting 
in a commission to 
design a new chair.  
Design work is now 
well under way with 
Hille continuing its 
exploration into 
new materials and 
modern injection 
moulding techniques and launch 
expected in 2016.  

James also met simon Topman, of 
acme Whistles, leading to a commis-
sion for a new whistle targeting the 
sports market. James has been 
looking at acme’s heritage and 
position in the sector to develop a 
new concept, retaining the language 
of acme whistles whilst looking to 
the future. The company is aiming to 
introduce the new whistle later this 
year, combining contemporary 
styling with world class perform-
ance.

The profile received has led to 
other new projects with James 
working with maDe.com to design a 
nest of tables due for launch this 
year and with the Underground 
Cookery school. 

and James continues to produce 
new lighting for Plant & moss with 
new lighting and freestanding towel 
rail concepts due for launch in 
coming months.

He said: “midlands manufacturers 
are having to cope with more rapid 
market changes resulting from the 
internet and 24/7 connectivity.  

“This is opening up great opportu-
nities for our producers which can 
be more readily converted if they are 

well networked into the design and 
creative communities with their 
greater insights into lifestyle, 
consumer trends and the cultural 
presentation and ethos expected in 
different market segments.” 

sir martin sorrell, in a Birming-
ham speech in 2013, stressed the 
impact of the rise and rise of the web 
leading to ‘disintermediation’, or 
cutting out the middlemen and its 
impact on manufacturers. 

He said: “as far as I am concerned 
Larry Page and Google are all about 
the disintermediation of the legacy 
business. The web has, and will 
continue to create new business 
models and an attractive destination 
for consumers.”

He emphasised how attractive 
web-based businesses are to 
younger people who like the 
informality and the highly net-
worked and collaborative nature of 
these businesses.  

Clearly there are lessons here for 
midlands manufacturers as some 
are already investing large sums into 
digital platforms with Jaguar Land 
Rover, for example, being one of the 
UK’s largest investors in digital 
technologies and connectivity.

GKN’s Business Improvement 
Director, steve Norgrove, also 
commented on this. He said: 
“Products are becoming more and 
more customised in the way they fit 

into everyone’s 
lifestyle – connec-
tivity on the move, 
instant access to 
information and 
even remote 
access are 
becoming the 
norm.

“many products 
are bought on 
emotion as well as 
function and 
much of this is 
provided by the 
software inter-

faces that determine the look and 
feel of them in the eyes of the 
consumer. The UK needs to be 
moving into this space in line with 
the way consumers are changing 
their behaviours and expectations.”

“Given these trends,” says James, 
“our manufacturers need to be 
linking effectively into many 
different types of designers to help 
them access consumers directly and 
effectively, harnessing the web and 
creating new ways of engaging with 
them through digital platforms could 
lead to big competitive advances 
and provide a leap forward for the 
midlands. 

“Italian companies like morosso, 
Capellini, alessi, artemide, B&B 
Italia, have lessons to share with us 
about how to harness design skills 
and partnerships more productively.  
For our brand and design-led 
businesses in the West midlands 
– partnering with independent 
designers or design studios to build 
longer term, meaningful relation-
ships where each learns more about 
each other’s business is becoming 
more critical to our future success, 
opening up opportunities to engage 
with younger talent and new market 
growth.”

Drawing on lessons from Milan

James Plant gives his take  some 
of the innovations at Fuorisalone, 
Milan Design Week 2015 

THIs year milan Design week was 
larger than ever and the abundance 
of design in Birmingham’s sister city 
was unavoidable.

The scope of diversity in scale, 
material, style and execution, was 
awe inspiring.

 For one week only the whole of 
the design world is in milan – except 
this year. This year milan also 
proudly also hosts eXPO 2015 
starting in may, drawing in more 
businesses and visitors.

There continued be strong signs of 
understated luxury, with use of 
materials such as brass, copper and 
marble at the shows. 

Thinkk studio caught my eye with 
their embelli collection for Cotto 
Tiles. In this collection of bathroom 
accessories, beautifully crafted 
stones and concrete are framed by 
brass metal work (1).

In its fourth year running, 
Wallpaper Handmade had its largest 
collection of designer producer 
collaborations. 

as part of the exhibit, Dupont 
Corian teamed with Ladies and 
Gentlemen studio to create the most 
luxurious and design-conscious air 
hockey table seen to date (2 & 3). 

Top level manufacturers showed 
off their abilities with collaborative 
launches from Nendo with Glas 

Italia, Philippe malouin for Cae-
sarstone and commissions by audi 
and Hyundai with moritz Walde-
meyer and Reuben margolin 
respectively.

an entire floor of Nendo’s 
exhibition, ‘Works 2014 – 2015’ was 
dedicated to his collections and 
experimentations with Glass Italia. 
The minimalism and subtlety in the 
designs, colour and tone selections 
made for some wonderfully light 
and alluring pieces (4).

Philippe malouin partnered with 
Caesarstone to create a selection of 
planters which were displayed in a 
way that only milan Design week 
could produce, centre stage at 
Palazzo serbelloni. The large 
planters were then followed up with 
a fun way to relax with swings made 
of Caesarstone, letting visitors 
swoop up towards the ceiling in the 
spectacular building (5 & 6).

The most relaxing installation was 
Reuben margolin’s hypnotic, 
mechanical wave for Hyundai. 

Two powerful motors slowly 
turned large wheels with cables 
running through them like spokes. 

These cables then entered a 
framework and ran through the top 
and dropped down to wooden 
structures. This unlikely assembly of 
components created a mystical, 
tide-like sensation that was hard to 
resist. 

The gentle movement of wooden 
boxes up and down, perfectly linked 
the mechanics of engineering with 

the beauty of good design (7).
In Ventura Lambrate, both Takt 

Project and shiori aiba used colour 
and craft in interesting ways which 
stood out. 

Takt Projects DIY, (Dye It Your-
self), looked to merge mass 
production with self expression, 
supplying simply-designed mass 
produced chairs with a dye kit. 

This concept of personalisation, 
which may not be all that new, was 
interesting due to the reaction of the 
dye. The primary colour dyes 
merged like watercolours, creating 
fades and ombres to satisfy anyone 
willing to give it a try (8).

shiori aiba displayed clothing 
made from paper produced using 
the traditional Japanese technique 
of Washi. 

This technique was recently 
added to UNesCO’s intangible 
cultural heritage list, due to its high 
quality and the skill required to 
produce it. 

made from the inner bark of 
Japanese shrubs, it has long fibres 
making it incredibly strong, flexible 
and durable. 

It is also breathable and protects 
against UV rays. 

shiori says ‘paper is an ancient 
material and was highly valued in 
the past, today it has simply become 
banal.’ she aims to challenge this 
perception taking inspiration from 
the traditional Japanese techniques.

James Plant Design Studio 
www.jamesplantdesignstudio.co

1 2 3
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The Meriam Ibrahim case was 
one of the most significant and 
highly publicised human rights 

cases of 2014, becoming major world 
news. 

The case concerned a Sudanese 
woman, Meriam Ibrahim, who was 
sentenced to death for apostasy from 
Islam and to 100 lashes for adultery. 

The situation was made more 
poignant as, when she was in prison, 
Meriam gave birth to a daughter 
whilst being restrained by shackles. 

A number of campaigns were 
launched in support of her and her 
family, notably using social media. 

But it is not so well known that one 
of the lawyers who took on her case 
received his human rights education 
in Birmingham. 

elshareef Ali Mohammed is an 
international human rights lawyer 

who graduated from the School of 
Law at Birmingham City University in 
2013 with a LLM in International 
human Rights. 

Whilst studying for a Module on 
the Right to Life he researched and 
wrote an essay on ‘Islam and the 
death penalty’ going on to complete 
an internship with Redress, a human 
rights organisation that helps torture 
survivors obtain justice and repara-
tion. 

These experiences gave him the 
skills he needed to secure his client’s 
freedom in such a globally significant 
case. human Rights Law expert, 
Professor Jon Yorke, from Birming-
ham City University said: “In line 
with the Law School’s vision to 
promote social justice and access to 
justice in the world, we train lawyers, 
such as elshareef Mohammed, to go 

and work on cases of significant 
human rights abuses as in the death 
sentence of Meriam Ibrahim in 
Sudan.”

The University is now celebrating 
the achievement of its alumnus, 
elshareef Mohammed, by creating a 
two-week online course about the 
Meriam Ibrahim Case which is free to 
participate in and open to everyone, 
irrespective of their previous level of 
knowledge of human Rights. 

Focusing on the global issue of 
human rights and the death penalty, 
the course provides an environment 
encouraging professionals, students 
and all members of the global 
community to engage with the far 
reaching and important issues raised 
by this case, such as Meriam and her 
family’s human dignity, their right to 
life, their freedom of religion and 

belief, and their freedom to found a 
family and have their basic family 
and healthcare rights protected. 

Professor Sue Rivers, head of the 
School of Law, said: ‘The course is 
excitingly innovative as it marks a 
new, community driven, approach 
to learning about human Rights 
law. By providing a MOOC (Massive 
Open Online Classroom) we can 
share the expertise we have in 
Birmingham with the rest of the 
world and engage a global audience 
with the work that we are doing in 
this field. Ultimately the participants 
will consider and debate whether 
‘the power of the People is greater 
than the People in Power’.

For further information about the  ■
Meriam Ibrahim MOOC, which will 
run from June 2015, contact sue.
rivers@bcu.ac.uk

Birmingham Made Elshareef Ali Mohammed – high profile human rights lawyer

BCU in Trends Exhibition 
at May Design Series, 
ExCel, London 

WIth the words innovative, 
exploratory, challenging 
and provocative all being 

used to describe both the students’ 
interpretations of the trends and 
the collaboration overall, our 
partnership with Global Color 
Research™ has provided new 
inspiration to drive forward trends 
prediction, representing a signifi-
cant change in the way we embed 
trends and design development 
into the curriculum for interior, 
product and textile design. 

Based on a long-term partner-
ship with UBM Live, Global Color 
Research and international digital 
wall covering manufacturer 
tektura, our trends project 
engages with textile design 
students and associated academics 
with considerable industry and 
research experience, to test the 
trends presented by Global Color 
Research. 

The trends project offers fresh 
inspiration and direction, without 
significant internal research and 
production development costs, 
providing an insight to interior 
manufacturers and interiors design 
specialists on how to innovate 
through student power – particu-
larly beneficial within the current 
economic conditions.

Birmingham City University, one 
of the UK’s leading University’s for 
practice based research around 
design and innovation, has 
brought together some 60 textile 
design students and challenged 
them to work in partnership with 
industry in demonstrating how 
product innovation and design 
inspiration can be formulated 
using this talented resource to 
create a range of textile, wall, floor 
and interiors solutions.

The trends exhibition presents 
the BCU’s final year textile 
students and their individual 

interpretations on future trends 
design.  

Using unique inspiration the 
students begin to unwrap the 
detail and intricacies of each trend, 
enabling them to create a unique 
portfolio of ideas to convey their 
employment potential.

The trends project has funda-
mentally changed the way in 
which students apply theory. 

 It puts real industry needs at the 
heart of teaching to embed trends 
and design development into the 
curriculum. 

The project has resulted in a 
variety of new collaborations 
including new textile design 
development with a range of 
industry partners including 
tektura wallcovering, Brintons, 
mrfDesign, Interface, social 
enterprise textiles by St Annes, 
part of BItA Pathways, Birming-
ham, as well as BCU’s own team, 
Interiors & Lifestyle Futures, who 
deliver practical support for West 
Midlands design-led businesses.

In 2014 BCU graduate and rising 
design star Chloe Frost created an 
exclusive new carpet design for the 
A/W 14/15 Frame trend, replicated 
as a rug by Brintons Carpets, ahead 
of the exhibition, using their 
revolutionary 32 colour ‘high 
Definition Weave’ technology.

For 2015 BCU trends is working 
with a range of industry partners to 

bring to life two trends, tropic and 
Brink for Spring/ Summer 15/16, 
identified by international industry 
experts Global Color Research™ ; 
over two room-sets. Visitors to the 
show will have the chance to 
explore the BCU stand to view a 
range of new designs responding 
to these trends, through textiles, 
ceramics, lighting, wall and floor 
covering solutions, aimed at 
providing future inspiration for 
designers.

Carolina Calzada-Oliveira, 
Marketing Manager, Global Color 
Research™ and Mix Publications, 
said:  “After seven years of working 
with Birmingham City University 
on the trends showcase, we never 
cease to be surprised at the fresh 
ideas that each year brings. 

“The standard of output grows 
each year, with new ideas, fresh 
approaches and innovative 
interpretations of our trends. We 
value this partnership as a great 
example of how two organisations 
can bring greater value by working 
together.”
■ For more information contact 
the enterprise, Innovation & 
Business engagement team to 
discuss collaborative opportuni-
ties:
tel: +44 (0) 0121 331 5252
email: business@bcu.ac.uk
to find out more please visit our 
website www.bcu.ac.uk/business

Setting trends and flying colours
➤ DAISY 
LEES: 
COURSE:  
BA (HONS) 
TEXTILE 
DESIGN 
(EMBROI-
DERY)

Daisy, a final year student,  has been 
developing new designs around the 
Global Colour ResearchtM trend 
‘Brink’ for S/S 2016. her designs 
encapsulate heritage combined with 
a sense of security, where Brink 
takes influence from classic architec-
ture and elements that have 
withstood the test of time. This trend 
is about rich materials with intricate 
embroideries exuding luxury and a 
real quality of design. 

She said: “In particular, for me, a 
focus on the aesthetic beauty of 
currency and the metallic elements 
in time worn coins generates a point 
of design interest. This is explored 
through fragments of hand stitch 
that encompass chips of hammered 
and embossed metals in circular 
motifs, creating a collection of 
personalised coins in a stitched, 
mixed media translation in addition 
to a selection of both hand and 
machine embroidered samples.”

➤ SARAH 
MEREDITH: 
COURSE: 
BA (HONS) 
TEXTILE 
DESIGN 
(PRINT/
SURFACE)

Sarah, a final year student, has 
created an interior textile collection 
which has responded to Global 
Colour ResearchtM trend ‘tropic’ 
for S/S 2016.

“Abstract painted leaves are a key 
feature in my work adding an 
individual and unique take on the 
tropic trend. 

“Artisanal tribal ceramics heavily 
influenced this trend as it showcased 
the combination of handmade craft 
with bright colours and textures. The 
combination of mysterious dark 
backgrounds were mixed with 
flourishes of vibrant layers. 

“Various influences were taken 
from tropical flora as a result of my 
visits to the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, where I explored shape 
and colour. The progression of the 
layering of foliage is a key feature in 
my final designs and hand painting 
on fabrics expressed energy seen in 
the undergrowth of a jungle.”

CASE STUDIES

The BCU Trends Exhibitions display in 2014 >

Elshareef Ali Mohammed >
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➤ Graduate deGree ShowS, 
ParkSide iNSPired FeStiVaL 
JuNe 15-21, BCu FaCuLty oF art, 
deSiGN aNd Media

n School of art, Birmingham City 
University, Margaret Street, 
Birmingham B3 3BX 
n School of Jewellery, Birmingham 
City University, Vittoria Street, 
Birmingham B3 3PA 
n School of Fashion, textiles and 
3d design, Birmingham City 
University The Parkside Building, 5 
Cardigan Street, Birmingham B4 7BD 
n School of architecture, 
Birmingham City University, The 
Parkside Building 
n School of Visual Communication, 
Birmingham City University, The 
Parkside Building; 

➤ SeLFridGeS BMM15 deSiGN 
exPo CaPSuLe JuNe 16-19 

Birmingham City University Capsule 
exhibit highlighting Fashion, textile, 
product and jewellery designs by 
student and business exhibitors, at 
Selfridges, Bullring, Birmingham

➤ MidLaNdS eCoNoMiC ForuM, 
worLd trade ForuM June 15-16 

MEF with BMM15 and Idea 
Birmingham think tank at Millennium 
Point and live on the web – www.
globaltradefair.co.uk    
The Global Trade Fair: Midlands is an 
initiative by the Midlands Economic 
Forum designed to bring companies 
and businesses from the local region 
into direct contact with UK Trade & 
Investment offices around the world 
together with importers and 
exporters from the principal trading 
partners of the Midlands. Each session 
is a live two-way video conference 
with an overseas UKTI Office or 
Chamber covering trade and business 
opportunities, the event is also live 
streamed via our website. 
Booking details: info@globaltradefair.
co.uk 

➤ deSiGN FeStiVaL MakiNG 
kNowLedGe work  aGeNda, 
JuNe 17-18 

Midlands Powerhouse – Making 
knowledge work: charting 
connectivity and growth June 17

10am-midday – Connected 
Birmingham – Digbeth in focus
Jonnie Turpie, founder Maverick TV 
and Barry Allen, Director 
Development, Savills, in dialogue with 
local and international businesses and 
partners, including Professor Julian 
Beer, Professor Kathryn Moore and 
Beverley Nielsen, Birmingham City 
University in dialogue with Glenn 
Howells Architects, Fazeley Studios, 
Centro and New York specialists in 
delivering public – private 
partnerships PG3M, focusing on 
enhancing physical and digital public 
infrastructure learning the lessons of 
New York’s High and Low Lines and 
connecting up city quarters to 
enhance quality of life and overall city 
experience.

1pm - Sir Albert Bore, Leader, 
Birmingham City Council, formal 
Opening Ceremony BMM15

 
1.30pm-4pm – Midlands 
Powerhouse Manifesto – Making 
knowledge work 
Launching 11 Midlands Local 
Enterprise Partnership Economic 
Scorecards. Panel discussion chaired 
by Prof Julian Beer, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, Research, Innovation and 
Business Engagement, BCU, with 
keynote from Mark Rogers, Chief 
Executive, Birmingham City Council, 
Paul Forrest, Director, Midlands 
Economic Forum and contributions 
from Marc Reeves, Editor-in-Chief, 
Trinity Mirror Group Midlands, Stuart 
Ballinger JCDecaux  and Dr Lawrence 
Green, Director of Doctoral and 
Post-Doctoral Studies, Faculty of Art, 
Design and Media, BCU.
 
4pm-5.30pm Schools Design Awards 
presented by Stewart Towe, Chairman, 
Black Country LEP

6pm-11.30pm – BMM15 Design & 
Innovation Awards Celebration 
Hosted by Professor Cliff Allan, 
Vice-Chancellor, BCU and presented 
by Diane Kemp, Professor Broadcast 
Journalism, School of Media, BCU, live 
performances from Birmingham 
Ormistan Academy, Jazz - Birmingham 
Conservatoire, BCU, Indi Wouhra & His 
Unconventional Crooners; 
presentation of Awards by Steve 
Hollis, Deputy Chairman, GBSLEP, 
Stewart Towe, Chairman BCLEP, 
Richard Vickery, Harvey Nichols.
  
➤ thurSday JuNe 18, SMe 
iNNoVatioN FuNdiNG SeMiNar 
& exhiBitioN SuPPorted By 
BirMiNGhaM City BuSiNeSS 
SChooL, 1PM-5PM MiLLeNNiuM 
PoiNt, auditoriuM

access to finance, innovation, 
grants & internationalisation 
1pm-2.30pm
Chair - Mark Gilman Introducing 
workshops
n Alan Gardner  BCRS  - Business 
Loans –An alternative source of 
Business Finance 
n Richard Williams  Digital 
Birmingham - Digital Packages and 
Funding  
n Tony Seaton  Blue Sky corporate 
finance  - Crowdfunding/peer to peer  
marketing funding 

n Graham Mold Finance Birmingham 
- Summary of new funds Available to 
SME’s across West Midlands
n Matt Simmons, Sam Stevens TB80, 
Grant funding for Innovation and 
Growth, how what, when why?
n Sam Stevens, R&D Tax credits, Cash 
from the taxman to support 
Innovation
n Q&A to the panel

Break 2.30-2.45

importance of digital Marketing 
2.45pm-3.45pm
Panel Discussion
n Richard Williams Digital 
Birmingham - Digital Packages and 
Funding 
n Anne Stanley  Annica -  Social Media

n Mark Lintern National Growth 
Exhibition - Power of Networking M
n Rebecca Wheatly Five Brand/
impact futures -TBC 
n Camilita Nuttal  Entrepreneur - 
How Camilita became an 
Entrepreneur 
n Q&A to the panel

BCu Supporting Business 
3.45pm-4.30pm
n Mark Gill - BCU Big Insights 
n Paul Roberts Keely Law - The 
Employer Strikes Back
n Jill Miller How SMEs can best 
recruit and develop talented people 
n Natalie LewisKTP @40 
n Adrian Cole-BCU KTP KTP  
n Simon Bolton Innovation  tbc 
n Q&A to the panel

ktP in action, 4.30pm-5pm
n William McGrath, CEO, Aga 
Rangemaster.

Productivity in Focus, 5.00-5.30pm
n Mark Beatson, Chief Economist, 
CIPD
n Vicky Pryce, Economist and Visiting 
Professor, BCU, 

BMM15 Closing reception 
5.30pm-7.30pm  
Sponsored by AGA Rangemaster plc 
and Birmingham City University
n Welcome by John Mathers, Chief 
Executive, Design Council  
n Keynote speaker: 7pm Andy Street, 
Chairman, Greater Birmingham & 
Solihull LEP and CEO John Lewis 
Partnership.

Birmingham Made Me Design Expo

17:30 – 19:30 BMM15 Closing Reception sponsored by AGA 
Rangemaster plc and Birmingham City University
Introduction from John Mathers, Chief Executive, Design Council
Keynote speaker: 7pm Andy Street, Chairman, Greater Birmingham 
& Solihull LEP and CEO, John Lewis Partnership

Leading 
Business
by Design

Agenda
Welcome
Event chair: Kirsty Lang, Broadcaster and Journalist 
Opening address: John Mathers, Chief Executive – Design Council

Innovation and growth
Using design to pioneer and prosper
Dick Elsy, Chief Executive – High Value Manufacturing Catapult 
Lee Hopley, Chief Economist – EEF
Caroline Simcock, Global Head of Compliance & Approvals – Dyson

Break

Supply chain
Using design to create competitive edge
Richard Baker, Head of Supplier Engineering – Rolls-Royce 
Chris Guy, Engineering Manager – Hydro Systems
Phil Swash, CEO – GKN Land Systems

Lunch 

Skills 
Using design to develop talent and potential
Professor Dame Julia King, Vice Chancellor – Aston University
John Male, Managing Director – Lloyds Advanced Manufacturing Training Centre

Break

Futureproofing
Using design for a sustainable strategy
Professor Stephen Boyd Davis, Professor of Design Research – Royal College of Art
Richard De Cani, Managing Director of Planning – Transport for London
Paul Priestman, Co-founding Director – PriestmanGoode

Plenary
Dr Pietro Micheli, Associate Professor of Organisational Performance –  
Warwick Business School
Beverley Nielsen, Director Corporate Affairs – Birmingham City University

Close

10:00  

10:30  

11:30

12:00  

13:00  

14:00  

15:00  

15:30  

16:30

17:00  

Register here
designcouncil.org.uk/summit-post
Save £100 – quote ‘POST’

➤ deSiGN CouNCiL NatioNaL SuMMit, JuNe 18 

in conjunction with Inspired Festival showcasing BCU Graduate Degree Shows, Knowledge Quarter, Birmingham

➤June 15-19, 2015 – Millennium Point


